
 

 

 
BROWN COUNTY PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 

February 10, 2015 
 

The Brown County Planning & Zoning Commission held their regularly scheduled public meeting on February 10, 
2015 at 9:00 am in the Commissioners Room 204 of the Brown County Courthouse. Commission members 
present: Leo Wilfarht, Anita Mohr, Brian Tohal, Andrew Lochner, and Commissioner James Berg. Also present: 
John Knisley, Recycling/Water Plan/ Wetland Administrator; Charles Hanson, County Attorney; Robert Santaella, 
Feedlot Technician. Members of the public included: Greg Knaak of 12956 Main St, New Ulm, MN; Darlene Wolf 
of 12956 Main Street, New Ulm, MN; Donn Smith of 12974 Meadow Creek  Drive, New Ulm, MN; Troy Wersal of 
12987 Meadow Creek Drive, New Ulm, MN; and Nancy Smith of 12974 Meadow Creek Drive, New Ulm, MN. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Wilfarht at 9:00 am. 
 
A motion was made by Lochner and seconded by Mohr to approve the minutes of the January 21st, 2015 
meeting as submitted.  The motion passed unanimously 5-0. 
 
The first item of business was Conditional Use Permit Application C-00400: by Greg Knaak (Darlene Wolf, 
Owner), on property described as lot 1 Block 1 Park 2nd Addition, Sec22-Twp 109N-R30W, Cottonwood 
Township, Brown County, for the purpose to allow a granite fabrication & machining operation by repurposing 
an existing mini storage building located in the B-2 General Business Zoning District.  
 

Discussion:  Knisley provided background on the application. It was confirmed by Knaak that besides the 
proposed addition of a cement pad coming off the building the size of the building will not change, the 
only change will be the ceiling height will be raised for the ability to use a forklift inside the building. It 
was confirmed by Knaak that it is not the same building as the dog kennel. Mohr asks if there will be 
anything sitting outside and what kind of by products will be produced that they have MPCA standards 
to meet. Knaak says that they will use water while cutting to help catch dust and will recycle waste at 
the demolition landfill and as for products being kept outside they will have products displayed outside 
to display product, no trash lying around. Wilfahrt asks if long term storage outside is in the immediate 
plan. Knaak confirms no outside long-term storage that if it is required they will build a storage shed for 
it.  

  
 Motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Lochner to recommend approval to the County Board. 
  

Discussion: Smith says he lives in the subdivision behind the proposed use, states there are nine homes 
in the subdivision, his concerns are that it is a residential area, it would increase traffic, and with the 
dust and noise, he would strongly oppose this being permitted and believes there are better locations. 
Wersal states he lives directly behind the proposed use, was the first house built in the subdivision. He 
has no issue with the dog kennel but has concerns about increased traffic and would like to suggest a 
privacy fence to reduce noise and dust. Mohr states that it is a private road so the increased traffic 
would be on a private not public road, then asked Knaak how much noise and dust is expected. Knaak 
states that since the operation is inside that any dust not collected with the water used during the 
manufacturing process will be contained within the building and that noise should not be an issue 
because it is inside the building. Smith raised concerns with how it will aesthetically affect Searles, 
stating that it might affect the resale of homes around it with the possibility of having items laying 
around the building. Mohr states that the cycle shop has been around a lot longer and sees no problem 
with it. Mohr clarifies does not live in Searles. Knaak understands the concern with privacy and wanting 



 

 

a privacy fence and has no issue with Wersal installing one. Wilfarht states that the motion to approve 
with second is still on the table. Tohal states controls are in place for all of the concerns, the public had 
and that the county can remove permit if they are not being followed.  

 
 The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 

 
 
The second item of business was a Conditional Use Application by George & Janis Erickson, on the property 
described as part of the SW4, Sec4-Twp 108N-R34W, Bashaw Township, Brown County. To continue to allow use 
of Earthen Basin in a Farrow to Finish hog operation under 300 AU in the A-1 Agricultural Protection Zoning 
District.  
 

Discussion:  Knisley provided background on the application. Santaella provided information on the 
operation. Lochner asked if there was any comment on the application. Knisley confirmed there was 
not.  

 
Motion was made by Lochner and seconded by Mohr to recommend approval to the County Board. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
The third item of business was a final plat application P-00180 for a single lot split by Derek and Andrea 
Wendland known as Boesch Second Subdivision on property described as SW4 of SE4, Sec 10, T109N, R30W, 
Cottonwood Township, Brown County. The property being platted is an expansion of Lot 2 Block 1 Boesch First 
Subdivision.  
 

Discussion:  Knisley confirms no change. Tohal states the platting is good even though it’s not square it 
keeps the most crop land separate. Tohal asks Hanson if both properties need easement for driveway 
use. Hanson confirms. Tohal asks if Knisley can confirm easements on the properties. Knisley confirms. 
Lochner would recommend approval with clarification that the existing easement allows both 
landowners access to State Highway 68. 
 
Motion was made by Tohal and seconded by Lochner to recommend approval to the County Board with 
condition that the existing easement is to allow access to State Highway 68 for both landowners. 

 
The motion passed unanimously on a 5-0 vote. 
 
 
The final item of business was to set the next meeting of the Planning Commission for Tuesday, March 10th 2015 
at 9:00 am. 
 
There being no further business, a motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Robert Santaella, Feedlot Technician  


